
Tuesday Evening, June 10th 2014
7:00p.m. - 9:00p.m.

St. Francis of Assisi, Monsignor Fox Parish Center
10 Elm Street, 

Middletown, CT 06457

8th Annual Justice Celebration

HTTP://WWW.UACT4JUSTICE.ORG        CONNECTING WITH EACH OTHER      
H
TTP
://W
W
W
.U
A
C
T4JU

S
TIC
E
.O
R
G
        C

O
N
N
E
C
TIN
G
 W
ITH
 E
A
C
H
 O
TH
E
R
        H

TTP
://W
W
W
.U
A
C
T4JU

S
TIC
E
.O
R
G
 H

TT
P
://
W
W
W
.U
A
C
T4
JU
S
TI
C
E
.O
R
G
   
   
  C
O
N
N
E
C
TI
N
G
 W
IT
H
 E
A
C
H
 O
TH
E
R
   
   
  H
TT
P
://
W
W
W
.U
A
C
T4
JU
S
TI
C
E
.O
R
G
 

HTTP://WWW.UACT4JUSTICE.ORG       CONNECTING WITH EACH OTHER



The Office of Catholic Social Justice Ministry is leading a 
coalition of grassroots organizations that will be "working 
together" to address two important efforts.

First, to create a statewide "strategic workforce" with 
educational and promotional purposes to address how 
immigrants in the State of Connecticut can effectively 
access driver's licenses.

Second, work on a three month campaign to advocate Second, work on a three month campaign to advocate 
with our Federal legislators to make a final push for 
immigration reform in 2014 that supports a path to 
citizenship, preserves family unity, and employs safe and 
humane immigration enforcement practices.

Contact UACT to see how you can help with these efforts.



United Action Connecticut (UACT)

United Action is an interfaith, multi-racial, multi-lingual organization of congregations and community 
institutions crossing political, economic and urban/suburban boundaries.

UACT’s Mission

UnitedUnited Action's mission is the building of powerful, broad-based community organizations rooted in faith and 
social justice values, working to make concrete improvements in the lives of families and individuals.  By 
identifying and developing leaders and by organizing around well-defined, winnable issues, UACT enables 
people to understand their own power and to acquire the skills and allies necessary to exercise power 
collectively and effectively.  United Action seeks to strengthen local congregations, and through them to bring 
regions together and find common ground for the common good.

UACT’s Goals

Our goals are strengthening congregations to grow and thrive; developing leaders through intensive training and Our goals are strengthening congregations to grow and thrive; developing leaders through intensive training and 
practical organizing experience that is systematically evaluated and reflected upon; and moving congregations 
and communities into effective public action for the common good.  

Contact UACT

19 South Canal Street, Plainville, CT 06062 
Phone: (860) 595-2284 
E-mail: uact4change@hotmail.com
http://wwhttp://www.uact4justice.org

Tuesday, June 10th 2014
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.

St. Francis of Assisi, Monsignor Fox Parish Center
10 Elm Street, Middletown CT 06457 

Welcome to
United Action of Connecticut’s 
8th Annual Justice Celebration



St. Francis of Assisi Church
Reverend Paul Murdock, Pastor
10 Elm St., Middletown CT 06457
Phone: 860-347-4684

New Milford United Methodist Church
Reverend Paul Fleck, Pastor
68 Danbury Road, New Milford, C68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776
Phone: 860-354-4596

Wallingford/Meriden Branch – The NAACP
Jason Teal, President
PO Box 2663, Meriden, CT 06450
Phone: 203-273-6907

Alcanzando el Mismo Sueño
Embracing the Same DreamEmbracing the Same Dream
Sister Mary Jude Lazarus, Dir. Of Hispanic Ministry
Phone: 860-456-3349

Sagrado Corazon Catholic Church
Reverend Larry Lapointe, Pastor
61 Club Rd., Windham, CT 06280
Phone: 860-423-8617

St. Mary Star of the Sea
Reverend Robert Washabaugh, Pastor
10 Huntington St,. New London, C10 Huntington St,. New London, CT 06320
Phone: 860-447-1431

St. Rose of Lima Church
Reverend Joseph Devine, Pastor
35 Center St., Meriden CT 06450
Phone: 203-235-1644

St. Mary Catholic Church
Reverend Israel Rivera,Reverend Israel Rivera, Administrator
544 Main Street, New Britain, CT 06051
Phone: 860-229-4894

Allies

Congregation Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek
Rabbi Rachel Goldenberg
55 East Kings Highway, Chester, CT 06412
Phone: 860-526-8920

New Deliverance Church of God in Christ
Elder Alfred Warren
PO Box 296,PO Box 296, Waterbury, CT 06720
Phone: 203-753-7496

Niantic Community Church
Reverend John Nelson, Pastor and Teacher
170 Pennsylvania Ave, Niantic, CT 06357
Phone: 860-739-6208

Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church
Reverend John Brinsmade, PastorReverend John Brinsmade, Pastor
94 Broad Street, Plainville, CT 06062
Phone: 860-747-6825

Ministerio de Hermandad
Brotherhood Ministry, Meriden, CT
Karina Nuñez, Leader
Phone: 203-630-1829

Manos UnidasManos Unidas
Hands Together, New Britain, CT
Jose Diaz, Leader
Phone: 678-480-9586

Unitarian Universalist Church
Reverend Dr. Jan Carlsson-Bull, Pastor
328 Paddock Avenue, Meriden, CT 06450
Phone: 203-237-9297

St. Joseph Catholic Church 
Reverend Joseph DiSciacca, Pastor
33 Queen Street, Bristol, C33 Queen Street, Bristol, CT 06010
Phone: 860-583-1369

St. Bridget Parish
Father Stephen M. Sledesky, Pastor
80 Main St., Manchester, CT 06042 
Phone: 860-643-2403

Uncasville United Methodist Church
Reverend Eric Swanfeldt, PastorReverend Eric Swanfeldt, Pastor
34 Maple Avenue Ext., Uncasville, CT 06382
Phone: 860-848-3856

St. Mark's Episcopal Church
Reverend Pat Hames, Rector
147 West Main Street, New Britain, CT 06051
Phone: 860-225-7634

Members 

The congregations and organizations below have contributed to UACT’s efforts during 2013-14 by participating in public “actions”, 
meetings and leadership trainings, by distributing information, circulating petitions, generating phone calls and facilitating turnout 
whenever and wherever we have needed people, and by paying membership dues, providing in-kind services or hosting events.

Cooperating Faith Communities & Organizations of 2013 - 2014



Welcome                 Mark Kosnoff, Executive Director
                    United Action Connecticut

Blessing of the Food and Gathering        Father Paul Murdock, Pastor
                    St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Middletown

Dinner & Music               Angel Correa and Joe Diaz,
                    Hispanic Music Ministry of St. Mary’s, New London 

AcknowledgementAcknowledgement’s             Mark Kosnoff 

Chairman’s Remarks             Steve Volpini, UACT Board of Dir. Chairman, 
                    Unitarian-Universalist Church, Meriden

CBSRZ Listening Campaign          Andy Schatz, Social Action Committee
                    Congregation Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek, Chester

Mental Health Awareness           Daniela Giordano, Public Policy Director
                    National Alliance on Mental Illness CT (NAMI)

Health CareHealth Care Access             Andrea Ravitz, Multi-Cultural Marketing Specialist
                    Access Health CT

Immigration Reform             Jose Diaz, Organizer
                    Manos Unidas, New Britain

Recognition of Honoree            Father Paul Murdock

Honoree                  Sister Mary Jude Lazarus, 
                    Director of Hispanic Ministry, Diocese of Norwich

Introduction of Keynote SpeakerIntroduction of Keynote Speaker         Amparo Cabezas, UACT Board Member
                    St. Bridget Catholic Church, Manchester

Keynote Speaker              John Ryan, Parish Associate
                    St. Bridget Catholic Church, Manchester

Closing Remarks              Mark Kosnoff

Benediction/ Final Blessing           Reverend Dr. Jan Carlsson-Bull
                    Unitarian-Universalist Church, Meriden

Eighth Annual Justice Celebration Program



Ray & Fatima Vilar
Robert & Karen Lombardi
Sara Munro / Studio 33

Hoisington Realty/ReMax on the Bay
John & Roberta Sciacca
Pro Tek Auto 

A&A Restaurant
Andy & Terry Konefal
Ann & Gary Harter

Ed & Chris Peczynski Marilyn SzymaszekAlan & Beverly Lagocki

Michael Verrett
Mr. & Mrs. Gene DeJoannis
Ocean Pellett
Peter Schwartz
Raymond & Enez Juska
Sophie Tworkowsky
SteveSteve Volpini & Janet Hillier
Susan & Norm Holland
Tom & Jacki Willametz
Verna Swann 

Janet Minella Didier
Jerry & Edna Gilstad
John & Bette Mahon
Kristina Kosnoff
Linda Rigono
Robert Waller
Marilyn SzymaszekMarilyn Szymaszek
Mark Kosnoff 
Mary Mirecki
Mary O’Brien

Alan & Alice White
Alan Lagocki
Anonymous
Attorney Michael Boyle
Betsy Ritter
Catherine Sadowsky 
Congregation Beth ShalomCongregation Beth Shalom
Dennis Barry
Ellen Ashburn
Gordon & Molly Dean

Mark Kosnoff Linda Stein 
Mary O'Brien

Brian Kosnoff 
Kristina Kosnoff

United Action’s organizing, leadership training and administrative operations have been made 
possible by the following:

  • annual membership dues of participating congregations and groups

  • program grants from
     o The Catholic Campaign for Human Development, Archdiocese of Hartford
     o The Ethelwyn Doolittle Justice and Outreach Fund of the Community Church of New York
          o The Common Counsel Foundation 

  • grassroots fundraising, including the Annual Justice Celebration, this Program Book, our Annual 
   Donor Appeal and other generous donations from many individuals, families, businesses and 
   congregations

  • in-kind contributions of time and talent, ranging from writing and book keeping to photography, 
   mailings, transportation, translation, lodging, graphic layout, web-site design, record storage, 
   lending of equipment, meeting space, training, registration at forums, sign-making, phone calls, 
      e-mails and last but not least, providing the wonderful food and refreshments at numerous 
   meetings and gatherings

UACT’s Funding 2013-14



This is what we are about.
We plant seeds that one day will grow.
We water seeds already planted, 

knowing that they hold future promise
We lay foundations that will need further development.
We provide yeast that produces far beyond our capabilities.
WWe cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation
in realizing that.  This enables us to do something, 
and to do it very well.  It may be incomplete, 
but it is a beginning, a step along the way, 

an opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter and do the rest.
We may never see the end results, but that is the difference

between the master builder and the worker.
WWe are workers, not master builders; ministers, not messiahs.

We are prophets of a future not our own.
Amen.

Of his job now he says, “It’s fun and frustrating at the same time”.  Fun because he loves to address social 
justice issues, often frustrating because results or efforts are not seemingly productive.

His passion is guess what?  Social Justice.  Even as a child he found himself supporting the “underdog” on the His passion is guess what?  Social Justice.  Even as a child he found himself supporting the “underdog” on the 
playground.  And it continued.  At St. Bridget, in the late 1970’s he was President of the Parish Council when 
a couple of parishioners asked the Council to sponsor a Laotian refugee family.  That request was unusual, but 
the Council and the parish warmly welcomed the family.  A social justice ministry committee was later 
suggested and he eventually volunteered to chair it after feeling promptings from the Holy Spirit.  With time 
he became more informed and open to work in the social justice area and worked closely with the Office of 
UrbanUrban Affairs, now the Office of Catholic Social Justice Ministry.

On Saturday, June 14, at the Bishop Rosazza Social Justice Conference, John will receive its first Faith and 
Justice Award.  Surprised and somewhat uncomfortable with the recognition, he feels he is an example of 
persistence and doesn’t give up easily.  That is a great example for all committed to making our world a better 
place.  He knows and prays these words of the slain Archbishop Oscar Romero:

John Ryan
Parish Associate
St. Bridget Parish, Manchester, CT

John John Ryan was born and spent his youth in Providence, Rhode Island.  He 
attended Catholic schools there.  He graduated from St. Michael’s College in 
Vermont with a major in math and spent the next three years with the US 
Army during the Vietnam War.  There were various assignments in the United 
States and then one year in Korea. Already married with a child, he had a 
happy reunion with his family at the end of his assignment.  After a job search 
he landed a spot as an actuary at Traveler’s Insurance Company in Hartford.  
For 30 years John worked in pricing homeowner and auto insurance policies.  For 30 years John worked in pricing homeowner and auto insurance policies.  
In 2002, John retired and next year became Parish Associate at his parish, St. 
Bridget Catholic Church in Manchester.
            



time, she was sent to Middlebury College in Vermont to study Spanish so that she might teach in the same 
academy where she had been a student.  She taught, managed sports teams, directed musical productions, and 
served as the all-around go-to person for an awfully lot of young girls in the school.  

The summer of 1985 was a big turning point.  The Spanish-speaking community at St. Joseph Church (almost 
entirely Puerto Rican) was also feeling a bit orphaned.  A Cuban priest, Father Gonzalo Regalado, had built up 
the community, but when he took another assignment, the Church was hard-pressed to find a replacement 

Sister Mary Jude Lazarus was born not so long ago in Jamaica.  Sometimes, 
I’m sure, she felt like a motherless child, but she did have parents who cared 
for her deeply.  They simply didn’t have the resources in an impoverished 
country to care for her and her sister.  When she was very young, she was 
placed in a home run by a very generous, but very unbending lady with strict 
Baptist leanings.  This lady eventually adopted our young waif and later sent 
her off to a boarding school in Connecticut. run by very generous, but 
unbending nuns of strict Roman Catholic leanings: Holy Familyunbending nuns of strict Roman Catholic leanings: Holy Family Academy in 
Baltic.  The hope was to give her discipline, life skills and a sense of 
direction.  It worked well beyond our Baptist lady’s expectations.  The 
bright and attractive student with the charming Jamaican accent did well  in 
school, converted to Catholic faith, pursued higher education in New York 
City, but to her own surprise, was strongly attracted to religious life.  She 
became a Sister of Charity of Our Lady Mother of the Church.  In little

Tribute to Sister Mary Jude: 
By Father Bob Washabugh

in Sagrado Corazón!  In 1997 Sr. Jude was appointed by Bishop Daniel Hart as Director of Hispanic Ministry 
for the Diocese of Norwich.  Although she continued her active involvement with Sagrado Corazón Parish, she 
also began working with the Hispanic communities in New London and Middletown, and she helped establish 
the Catholic Hispanic communities in Norwich and Clinton.  In the midst of all this, she found the time to 
continue her education, earning advanced degrees in both counseling and theology.  Sister is well known by 
many for her dedication to the social teaching of the Catholic Church, especially as it relates to immigration 
issues in this countrissues in this country.  She has helped clergy, religious and laypeople to educate themselves on issues of social 
justice.  She has led many trips to both Hartford and Washington, D.C.   She has been a strong supporter of 
United Action for many years.

Sister Mary Jude Lazarus was born and spent her childhood years in Jamaica.  
She came to Baltic, CT to study at the Academy of the Holy Family.  During 
her studies she entered the Catholic Church and sensed a call to religious life, 
entering the Sisters of Charity, Mother of the Church (S.C.M.C.).  Even as a 
young girl, Sr. Jude had an appreciation for the sound of the Spanish language 
and wanted to learn it.  As a young sister, she earned a Master's in Spanish 
from Middlebury College and began to teach it at the Academy of the Holy 
FamilFamily.  In the mid-80's, she was invited by Bishop Daniel Reilly to work 
with the Spanish-speaking community in Willimantic.  She initially was a 
Pastoral Associate when the community was part of St. Joseph Parish in 
Willimantic, and she helped guide the community as they formed their own 
parish, building Sagrado Corazón Church in Windham.  She has a special 
place in the hearts of several generations of young people who have grown up 



To say that Sister Jude could be fierce sometimes is an understatement.  If a kid was in trouble, or if a kid had 
potential to become something, but was blocked by lack of tuition, lack of a strong mentor, or increasingly as 
time went on, immigration roadblocks, you would see in Sister Jude something like Gen. George Patton’s 
resolve during the Battle of the Bulge and the final push towards Berlin. She wouldn’t give up or give in.  She 
wouldn’t let that kid give up either.   A thing of beauty!

During the 80During the 80’s and 90’s, the Mexican presence became pronounced in Willimantic.  At the same time, the 
Spanish-speaking community took on new maturity and new stability.  They themselves (well, encouraged 
more than a little by Sister Jude) built their own place of worship and became an independent parish with 
equal status to St. Joseph’s and St. Mary’s parishes.  I suppose the average person in Church ministry might 
say, “Hmmm, 12 years in the same place.  That’s about right.  Time for a break.”  Sister Jude is going on 30 
years of ministry with the Hispanic Community in Willimantic and in Eastern Connecticut.  Not 30 years of 
coasting.  30 years of pushing hard and caring deeplcoasting.  30 years of pushing hard and caring deeply.  Now that the Spanish-speaking community has 
become predominantly an immigrant community and now that so much of that community is blocked from 
normalizing its immigration status by an unjust system, Sister Jude cannot rest or take a break.  She doesn’t 
want to.  We are so fortunate to have her.

Father Bob Washabaugh

priest.  The permanent deacon, Felipe Silva, kept the community alive for 
several years until I, who knew absolutely nothing, was assigned to the 
post.  The wise planners of the diocese thought that Sister Jude who knew 
a little more than I, next to nothing except Spanish grammar, would be a 
good collaborator.  We  proved to be an affable team with good chemistry, 
a bit like Stiller and Meara, Nichols and May, Crosby and Hope, or Bob 
and Ray.  We had complementary skills.  I would think of things to do 
and then Sister Jude would do them.  Sometimes, she would think of and then Sister Jude would do them.  Sometimes, she would think of 
things to do, convince me that I had thought of them first, and then she 
would do them.  My biggest complaint in those years was that it was hard 
to work with a person who never got tired.  We had complementary 
personalities.  She was concrete-sequential.  She would say, “Let’s get it 
done (like this afternoon).”  I tended to take the long view.  I would say, 
“Let’s think about that for a while (like for a few months).”  



Part of our activity has been to call attention to the dragnet used by the U.S.  immigration office to  detain and 
deport two million immigrants—often on questionable grounds. United Action helped organize dozens of 
placard-carrying immigrants in a statewide anti-deportation caravan on April 5. We also joined scores of 
anti-deportation protesters when President Obama visited Central CT State University in March. Later in 
March, we brought a speaker from the National Day Laborers Organizing Network to the same university as 
part of a conference entitled “One Nation, Under Surveillance.”

WWe also supported a push by the Brazilian Immigration Center for a Domestic Workers Bill of Rights in 
CT—which was successful in getting the legislature to establish a committee to study the issue, and we 
continue to support the effort to win higher wages for tipped workers, many of whom are immigrants. 

As UACT has joined hands with dozens of other organizations in these causes, we have also continued to 
support, advise and publicize the efforts of El Ministerio de Hermandad in Meriden and Los Manos Unidas in 
New Britain. These groups, and Alcanzando el Mismo Sueno in Willimantic have linked themselves in training, 
organizing and at rallies and protests for the past three years.

These groups have oThese groups have organized internally and made themselves known in the community, conducting computer 
training workshops, bringing in the local mayor and members of the city council, helping with voter 
registration, among other activities. As immigrant groups have done for centuries in America, they are making 
themselves into integral parts of the community.

United Action has been enriched in the past year by the active membership of St. Bridget’s Church in 
Manchester. Diane DeJoannis and Amparo Cabezas have joined our board from that church, which has a very 
active social action arm. 

  We have also formed an Immigration Task Force, which is focusing right now on our very successful 
Immigration Forums.  At the 18 conferences held so far at faith communities and colleges, we have united 
interested citizens with immigrant families, sharing a meal and talking about the immigrant experience.  

Besides immigration issues, UACT has been active for many years in the expansion of health care access in CT. 
For years, we have held forums, besieged the legislature and helped push for universal health care coverage in 
this state.

So much has happened with UACT in the last year. A year ago, we were 
working with several other immigrant rights groups to pass the CT. driver’s 
license bill for non-citizens. Well, that did pass and now we are working 
with other groups to help the many thousands who will apply. On this front, 
we are whole-heartedly joining the efforts of the Office of Catholic Social 
Justice Ministry. 

UACUACT will also continue the fight for state scholarships for our immigrant 
college students—helping them to complete their degrees and follow their 
dreams.

Naturally, we are still pressuring CT members of Congress to press for 
comprehensive immigration reform that will lead to a pathway for 
citizenship for all 11 million non-documented folks  who wish to live, work 
and raise their families in the United States—and to become U.S. citizens.

Message From United Action President: Steve Volpini



Congregation Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek
55 East Kings Highway  Chester, CT  06412

cbsrz.org 860.526.8920

is happy to 
support
United Action of 
Connecticut

This year, we begin to expand the effort in health care 
reform. With co-chairs Johanna Schaefer of Temple Beth 
Shalom in Chester and Bob Pearston from the Unitarian 
Universalist Church in Meriden, UACT joined the annual 
NAMI walk on May 17th  in Bushnell Park. 

NAMI, the NationalNAMI, the National Association for Mental Illness, is the 
premier advocacy group for those who suffer from mental 
illness. United Action is joining their cause, seeking to end 
the stigma of mental illness and to increase treatment and 
recovery for those who suffer from it. 

UnitedUnited Action is about unity—seeing how social justice 
causes can bring us together. And we are about 
action—linking people of faith to strengthen our voice and 
our effectiveness. 

Thank you to all who have made our efforts possible. 

Steve Volpini, President
United Action Connecticut 



NAMI’s mission is to improve the quality of life for all those impacted by 
mental illness, by providing support, education and advocacy as part of the 
KTP Coalition, a statewide mental health advocacy network.  NAMI and KTP 
produce yearly legislative priorities, attend statewide and community meetings 
on adult and children’s mental health issues and participate in legislative work 

The organization UACT has selected to assist with efforts and change in mental health issues is the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) and Keep the Promise (KTP).

MENTAL HEALTH



www.shorelinePT.com

Joanne Z, Moore
PT, DHSc. OCS
P.O. Box 88
131 Boston Post Road
East Lyme, Connecticut 06333

Tel. (860) 739-4497
Fax (860) 739-7256Fax (860) 739-7256

328 Paddock Avenue, Meriden
203-237-9297

Sunday Services 10:30 AM
www.uumeriden.org

"I do not pretend to understand the moral universe; the arc is a long one, my eye reaches but little ways……... And from what I see I 
am sure it bends towards justice."                                Unitarian Minister and Abolitionist The Rev. Theodore Parker     1857

“The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.”          The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.     1958

"D"Dr. King once said that the arc of the moral universe is long but it bends towards justice. It bends towards justice, but here is the 
thing: it does not bend on its own. It bends because each of us in our own ways put our hand on that arc and we bend it in the 
direction of justice...."                   President Barack Obama      2009

Supporting the work of UACT in the pursuit of
Affordable Health Care for Everyone,
Humane Immigration Reform

The Unitarian Universalist
 Church in Meriden



Immigration reform has been talked about for many years.  
But to get meaningful immigration reform or some type of 
relief for the millions of undocumented immigrants living in 
the United States, just talking about reform or what could 
happen is not enough.  The community needs to get together 
and fight for it.

TTwo years ago President Obama introduced DACA (Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals).  As a result of this bold, 
administrative action many DREAMers saw their lives 
change dramatically.  With their work permit and Social 
Security Number in hand they were able to find jobs, get 

their  driver’s license and not live in fear of being deported.  But for most undocumented immigrants the fight 
continued as concerns increased due to the growing number of families being separated by deportation.  In 
order to put pressure on the authorities over the deportations, activists began engaging in civil disobedience, 
not just once but several times.  For the first time, undocumented immigrants and their activist allies were 
willing to risk arrest, and because of these actions the U.S. Senate passed a Bill that would legalize millions of 
undocumented Americans. 

It has been nearly a year since the Senate passed that Bill and yet the 
House of Representatives has not acted.  Regardless of how much they 
are being pressured, they stand as they have before, unwilling to pass 
some type of reform.  However, President Obama also seems unwilling 
to take action by either offering administrative relief for all 
undocumented immigrants, similar to DACA, or at least by halting the 
ever rising tide of deportations.  

Deportations continue and, as a result, families keep being separated.  Deportations continue and, as a result, families keep being separated.  
Regardless of what some people may say, we must continue to fight for 
immigration reform, look for administrative relief, and push to end the 
alarming number of deportations.  While these are national issues there 
is much that can also be done here in Connecticut.

understand the process. In states that have similar laws it is a 
fact that there is a 90% failure rate when people attempt to 
obtain their license.  That is why UACT and other grassroots 
organizations have formed a coalition to provide 
informational sessions that will make sure people who are 
eligible will know the procedure and documentation needed 
to successfully get their license.

Another major issue in Connecticut is the fight to get Another major issue in Connecticut is the fight to get 
institutional aid for undocumented students.  This action 
would give these students an opportunity to afford college, 
or at least make it less expensive than what it is now.  

The law passed in 2013, which allows undocumented immigrants in Connecticut to obtain a driver’s license, 
will take effect in January 0f 2015.  However, many in the community do not know the requirements or 

IMMIGRATION REFORM



Connecticut Students 4 a Dream (C4D) has 
taken the initiative to start the campaign while 
UACT and other organizations support the 
effort.

Furthermore, DREAMers with DACFurthermore, DREAMers with DACA will 
need to start renewing their documents.  It is 
important that they do it right or they will run 
the risk of losing their DACA rights.  U.S. 
Customs recently released the new forms so it 
is imperative that pro-immigrants rights 
organizations develop new DACA clinics in 
cities around Connecticut to ensure proper cities around Connecticut to ensure proper 
compliance.

Nevertheless, the most important thing that should be learned is that nothing could’ve been achieved if the 
undocumented community remained in the shadows and not stepped forward to demand change.  None of the 
victories, DACA, the Senate Bill, the driver’s license bill, would have occurred if the undocumented 
community decided to stay quiet and lay low.  Nothing would have happened if allies did not join the 
movement and fight side by side with those who need them the most, undocumented Americans.  We all need 
to keep our hopes high and keep fighting for change, because united, we will win. 

Message by:
Jose Diaz  Jose Diaz  



To say that immigration reform has been at the center of 
United Action’s social justice efforts for the past several 
years would be an understatement.

UACUACT and numerous other organizations have poured their 
body and soul into reform efforts for many months with the 
hope that Congress or the President would take some type of 
action to relieve the situation.  Unfortunately  arrests and 
deportations of undocumented people have reached record 
levels, the House of Representatives continues to drag its feet 
on reform and the immigrant community suffers both 
economically and emotionally at the hands of unscrupulouseconomically and emotionally at the hands of unscrupulous

Executive Director’s Message on Immigration Reform



Join the Mystic
CROP HUNGER WALK

Sunday, October 19, 2014
Register 1:00 p.m.    10K

Start at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
15 Pearl St., Mystic CT

For more information call 860-536-2405For more information call 860-536-2405



Special thanks to the 2014 Justice Celebration Committee
 

  Ocean Pellett       Johanna Schaefer      Ellen Ashburn
  Linda Rigono         Steve Volpini         Mark Kosnoff

 
Additional thanks to:

FatheFather Paul Murdock and St. Francis of Assisi Church for all their assistance
 

To everyone who prepared dishes for tonight’s celebration
 

Brian Kosnoff for designing the Program Book
 

Angel Correa and Joe Diaz of the Hispanic Music Ministry of St. Mary’s, New London, CT 
for providing musicfor providing music

 
Prentis Printing Solutions, Inc. (info@jlpgraphics.com)

Steve Volpini, Chairman, Unitarian-Universalist Church, Meriden
Michael Verrett, Vice Chair, Our Lady of Mercy Church, Plainville
Ellen Ashburn, Treasurer, Niantic Community Church, Niantic
Diane DeJoannis, St. Bridget Parish, Manchester
Amparo Cabezas, St. Bridget Parish, Manchester
Ocean Pellett, Niantic Community Church, Niantic
Karina Nuñez, Ministerio de HermandadKarina Nuñez, Ministerio de Hermandad
Linda Rigono, Congregation Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek, Chester
Johanna Schaefer, Congregation Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek, Chester
Robert Pearston, Unitarian-Universalist Church, Meriden
Roland Cockfield, Mount Hebron Baptist Church, Meriden
Evangelist Clarice Hurdle, New Deliverance COGIC, Waterbury
Armando Gonzalez, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, New Britain
Sandee Sorel-Leduc, Our Lady of Mercy Church, PlainvilleSandee Sorel-Leduc, Our Lady of Mercy Church, Plainville
Patricia Rosas, Manos Unidas, New Britain
John Nowicky, St. Stanislaus Church, Meriden
Kristina Kosnoff, St. Stanislaus Church, Meriden
Lenny Nelson, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, New Britain 



In memory of Charles Ashburn

Supporter of United Action
From Family and Friends



Enrollment in Medicaid (HUSKY) and the Children's Health 
Insurance Plan (CHIP) is open year round for eligible persons 
and families. You may also still be eligible to enroll in coverage 
throughout the year if you or a member of your household has 
experienced a Special Enrollment Qualifying Life Event in the 
past 60 days or you will in the next 60 days. Qualifying Life 
Events may include: child birth, adoption, the death of a member 
of the household, marriage, loss of current health care coverage, of the household, marriage, loss of current health care coverage, 
loss or reduction in employer insurance contributions, new legal 
CT or U.S. residency, or U.S. lawful presence. Please call our 
contact center at 855-805-4325 to see if you may qualify.

Visit us at http://learn.accesshealthct.com/

For individuals and families, the open enrollment 
period for 2015 is scheduled to begin November 15, 
2014. You may be able to enroll in coverage sooner if 
you qualify for Medicaid or have a major life change.  

Quality health care coverage is within reach. 

CHANGE IS HERE 


